PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

point of psychology: animals establish habits
under the guidance of immediate results while
man develops the magical art and Religion despite
the usual absence of the results sought after. The
very possibility of deceiving himself reveals the
superiority of man over animals, for self-deception
requires a degree of independence from sense-
observation, a capacity of constructive imagina-
tion, a susceptibility to auto-suggestion, not to
be found in animals. That the first glimmer of
these capacities should have plunged man in the
darkness of primitive Magic and Religion, and
made him the ridiculous fool he appears to be by
the side of the matter-of-fact, intelligent animal
is, however, a very striking and singular fact.

If the constant and immediate appearance of
the desired results does not seem necessary to
the establishment of Magic and Religion, it
should not be thought, however, that these arts
are altogether useless. On the contrary, they are,
even independently of the results at which they
aim, of a most substantial value to the cause of
individual and social development. Let it be
said first, concerning the expected results, that
they happen more frequently, perhaps, than I
may have seemed to imply. When, for instance,
the rain ceremonies are performed during a spell
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